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Planning Meeting January 12th
As most of you know the San Marcos District planning commit-

tee was approved by the Board of County Commissioners in June. 
The questionnaire, which was sent out in the May SMA Newsletter, 
had a better response than anticipated. The results were just about 
what one would have thought (story inside).

The Planning Committee has had some meetings and the water 
subcommittee has been quite active. We have outlined our work ap-
proach and are ready to start þlling in the speciþcs. 

The County Planning Director, Jack Kolkmeyer and staff mem-
bers will be at a planning meeting on Monday, January 12 at 7:00 
PM at the Turquoise Trail School. They and members of the Plan-
ning Committee will present an outline of our efforts and answer 
questions about the process.

This meeting is for the public. Now is the time to get involved 
and to become acquainted with what is and will be happening. Jump-
ing in at a later date to try to deal with something you hear about and 
do not like (or do not understand) gives you a much lesser voice. 
Anyone with any interest in this planning process, about which we 
have been writing for the last three years, should be at this meeting.
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Annual SMA Meeting February 19th
The annual membership meeting is held on the third Thursday 

of each February. This year we anticipate that the major interest will 
be about the above mentioned planning process. If you absolutely 
cannot make the above meeting (because you are getting married on 
that day or have to be out of the country) we will give you a second 
chance to get some information.

As always, we will elect ofþcers for the next year and elect 
Directors to the Board. The meeting will be at the Turquoise Trail 
School at 7:00 PM. We invite interested community members to 
consider joining the Board of Directors. Those who think they might 
be interested are welcome (as is always any member of the public) to 
attend the January Board meeting to see what is involved. That meet-
ing will be Thursday, January 13th at the Turquoise Trail Roadhouse 
(the ex-Blue Sky Grill).

Please come prepared to pay your 2004 dues, unless you have 
done so before that date. Please see a related story about our funding 
and the cost of mailing in this newsletter.

What Is Rural Character?
In the past we have used this term in the 

Newsletter and in the questionnaire. While 
most people have an idea what is intended, 
it has been pointed out to us that these could 
be very differing and ill-deþned ideas.

It was suggested that one might envi-
sion privacy and quiet surroundings, while 
another might think of the ability to ride an 
All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) anywhere in the 
neighborhood.

Obviously, the idea of privacy and quiet 
are not compatible with the indiscriminate 
use of an ATV. The questionnaire results 
make it clear that the primary concerns of 
the community have to do with the kind of 
rural character which includes quiet and 
privacy. Other concepts which deþne local 
concerns are views, clear night skies (no 
light scatter from local lighting), control of 
animals, and having open spaces.

A "live and let live attitude" was im-
portant to quite a few but crime and better 
enforcement were also. It is a crime to use 
an ATV off your own property without 
permission, so one assumes that the let live 
attitude does not extend to illegal and both-
ersome activities.

In any case, we will try not to use 
phrases open to individual interpretation. 
We will instead use the speciþcs for which 
such phrases have been a generalization. 
We will try to plan so as to preserve and 
encourage: peace and quiet, privacy, open 
spaces, views, a clear night sky, etc.

The kinds of things which go to make 
up the communities we live in and enjoy 
can only by controlled in part by ordi-
nance and legislation. The misuse of ATVs, 
the careless discarding of trash, creation 
of excess noise or night lighting, or any 
behavior which diminishes the character of 
your neighborhood are hard to enforce by 
law. There must be some reliance upon the 
goodwill and mutual respect of neighbors.




