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May 27th is the Planning Meeting at the BCC!
There is truly good news. After only three years of pre planning and 

collecting a Planning Committee which has stayed remarkably steady 
through two previous denials by the Board of County Commissioners, we 
are set for approval to proceed. With encouragement and assistance from 
our Commissioners (Chairman, Jack Sullivan and Mike Anaya) we have 
the agreement of the Planning Department to cooperate in our starting the 
planning.

At a meeting with the top members of the Planning Department and 
their boss (Roman Abeyta, Director of Land Use) it was agreed that they 
would have Jack Kolkmeyer as well as Judy McGowan and Beth Mills 
work with us. The project may well grow to include a much greater part of 
the Santa Fe south rural landscape. Almost all of the rural parts of the land 
between I-25 in the west and SR-285 in the East may be included in an 
effort under multiple planning committees but coordinated by an oversight 
group to ensure better integration than would be possible from separate 
groups alone. 

If all this can be pulled together and made to work within the same 
time frame, it will be the best of all worlds: we will have our own plan 
designed for our specific community and have the advantage of transporta-
tion, water, school, public safety and other issues considered over a larger, 
regional area.

If you can find the time, come to the BCC meeting on the evening of 
the 27th. While we do now have a promise of agreement as to approval of 
our planning effort, it always helps to show support.

cont.(park) pg. 2

Grand Opening of Cerrillos Hills Historic Park on May 24
On May 24 at 10:30 AM the Cerrillos Hills Park Coalition, in co-op-

eration with Santa Fe County Open Space & Trails Department and Las 
Candelas de los Cerrillos will  welcome the public to celebrate the grand 
opening of the Cerrillos Hills Historic Park. The Park is among the first and 
largest areas created by the Santa Fe County Open Space bond issues of 
1998 and 2000.  It is a critical portion of what many believe provides the 
longest intact record of historic stone maul, pick and shovel mining activi-
ties in the New World.

The Park encompasses 1,116 acres of the Cerrillos Hills immediately 
north of the Village of Cerrillos. It will be cooperatively managed with an 
adjacent 2,200 acres of land administered by the BLM. This scenic natu-
ral area reflects the presence of the cultures that have made New Mexico, 
from Native American occupation and turquoise and galena mining sites to 
numerous, documented Spanish, Territorial and early statehood locations.

The Abandoned Mine Lands Bureau of the NM Energy, Minerals and 
Natural Resources Dept., has started to address safety concerns and appro-
priately treat the mines in the Park.

The ceremony on Saturday morning, May 24th, will begin at 10:30 and 

Rural Planning:
what it is and is not

While most residents of our community 
and of the County are looking forward to 
the benefits allowed by Community Plan-
ning, there are still a few who fear what 
might be done. This results from a mis-
understanding about what planning is and 
what it seeks to accomplish.

We have spoken to a person who was 
afraid that a goal of planning was to up-
grade the types of allowed housing. He had 
thought that there would be an effort to 
outlaw manufactured housing or to make it 
impossible to place or replace trailers where 
they are now legal. None of this is true.

The major concerns of most people 
who have been waiting for planning action 
for the last three years are water, growth, 
transportation and retention of rural charac-
ter. That is not to say that these are the most 
important issues, but they are what most 
often gets mention.

At a recent planning conference at 
the UNM Law School there were leading 
experts on planning and ordinance legality 
from all over the country. No one men-
tioned gentrification issues. They are just 
not on the radar screen of planning concerns 
for serious communities.

What was mentioned was the differenc-
es between modern urban planning (includ-
ing the village core model, such as that used 
in the Community College District) and 
approaches applicable to rural areas such 
as ours. Placement of commercial and/or 
mixed use areas is critical. Alternatives 
to spreading housing uniformly over the 
landscape so there is no open space left is a 
very big issue.

How large a community should grow 
is, of course, important. How it should 
grow large is even more important. The 
rural character of  place might be greatly 
cont.(planning) pg. 2
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Park from pg. 1
conclude around noon with the cutting of a – very symbolic 
– ribbon. Speakers and honored guests will include former 
U.S. Senator and Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall, 
County Commissioner Mike Anaya, County Manager 
Gerald Gonzalez, NM Representative Rhonda King, Tom 
Chavez, Director of the National Hispanic Cultural Center 
of NM, Ernest Ortega, Director of the National Park Ser-
vice in NM, and Edward Archuleta of 1000 Friends of NM, 
representing Governor Richardson. 

Both before and after the opening, the Coalition will 
offer a number of free guided hikes and rides in the Park 
focusing on nature, geology and history. Some will require 
reservations and the rental of horses or mountain bikes. 
Check the coalition website at:  www.cerrilloshills.org or 
contact Bill Baxter at wbaxter@ix.netcom.com or 424-
3574 for more detailed information.

The Park opening will be followed at noon by the Village 
of Cerrillos Spring Festival which will include food, music 
and the work of local craftspeople and artists. Cerrillos 
is located south of Santa Fe,  just off NM Hwy. 14, The 
Turquoise Trail, A National Scenic Byway. Access to the 
Cerrillos Hills Historic Park is through the village; follow 
the signs.

Planning from pg. 1
diminished by the addition of a couple thousand houses 
each placed in the center of a 20 acre lot. The same amount 
of building arranged so that there were large areas of good 
land left open with sweeping views, while there was still 
site privacy for each house helps maintain a rural feel. 
There is also less infrastructure cost and the opportunity for 
more creative water and waste handling.

There was a lot of consideration of what has come to be 
called Concurrency Planning. This involves planning devel-
opment when there is the necessary level of facilities (trans-
portation, water/waste treatment, schools, safety, power, 
etc.) to support the development. Standards for sustaining 
facilities are set and their expansion is planned in a County 
Capital Improvement Plan. Such a budget is key to resource 
available growth.

We cannot stop growth and should not think in terms of 
doing so. We can decide how and when and where growth 
would be of most benefit to all elements of the community. 
There are ways to build the same number of houses on the 
same amount of land and have more profit for the develop-
ers and nicer homes for the occupants and a better and safer 
community for all residents. The challenge is finding the 
patterns which are appropriate to our specific community.

Some important decisions should be made early. One 
example involves transportation. The important road in 
our district is a Federal Scenic Byway: the Turquoise Trail. 
The part of the Trail north of our district is being lined with 
commercial, municipal and prison development. It is no 
longer a scenic byway. Development south of us will con-
tinue to cause increased traffic on the Trail. Development 
within our district will do the same.

We have a basic choice to make: accept the increased 
traffic and the fact that the road will have to be rebuilt 
into a major arterial or develop transportation alternatives. 

There is some possibility of rail and/or bus usage reducing 
traffic, but these approaches need much study. New roads 
are going to be built in any case. We may be able to site 
them in such a way as to be able to make a considerable 
difference in usage along the Trail. This too will take plan-
ning effort.

If we want to take the second alternative and build 
alternative collector and arterial roads, we will have new 
areas of infrastructure around which to plan. Many types of 
development benefit greatly by being along natural com-
muting routes and at points of high traffic. If we plan such 
roads, we should also plan the new patterns of development 
they will require. 

By being able to plan in connection with the greater 
community to our east, we will be able to do a much better 
job of handling considerations of transportation, school 
needs, safety, water, etc. Alone, we would have been deal-
ing with a rather small area for such considerations. It is a 
simple truism that rural planning requires larger districts, 
than does urban or suburban planning, in order to do good 
planning. In many regards one winds up planning for the 
population involved and not for the acreage.

The detail of planning is also very different. Whereas 
in a "new urbanist community" such as the CCD, plan-
ning almost involves the design of the community at the 
master plan level, much less final detail is needed in rural 
planning. The development alternatives are much greater. 
Planned areas of growth can have much greater breadth 
is exactly how they are developed. Because there will be 
many fewer houses on the same gross acreage, there are 
many more acceptable patterns to be employed.

One of the greatest problems for our district is water 
availability. This problem will only become greater. We are 
at the end of the "big dam" era. Whether the political bodies 
of New Mexico fully understand it or not, supply augmen-
tation is a concept whose time has run out. Federal and 
State funding and public support for damming and redirect-
ing large volumes of water have dried up. Our thinking is 
confused by the concept of water rights. This doctrine was 
appropriate for handling the legal questions having to do 
with the use of surface water for agricultural purposes. Sur-
face water was (mostly) a self-renewing resource. It flowed 
downhill and the rules said who could use how much. In 
times when it did not flow, the situation was self correcting.

Subsurface water is an entirely different matter. By 
applying water rights to water below ground, most of the 
logic of the doctrine is lost. One may transfer water rights 
to a place where there is no good quantity or quality of wa-
ter. One may transfer water rights to an area, suck up all the 
water there is and move on with another transfer. There is 
no logic in that. There is no consideration of most of the ag-
ricultural uses being obsolete. There is little consideration 
of much less wasteful irrigation methods available today. 
Some one has water rights, whether there is water or not.

Our planning effort will not be able to do anything 
significant to address this basic problem, but we must be 
aware of it as we plan. The lines between the various water 
areas (basin, basin fringe, and homestead) are to be redrawn 
by the County in any case. We can have a voice in that and 
try to do what is best for our district.
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DRY WELL SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE
We are conducting a survey to obtain as much information about your well as possible and to locate and 

access potential problems.  We need the following information filled out as completely as possible.
Thank you for your assistance

1. Name of original owner of your well.

2. Legal location or description of your well. (found on well log or plat.)

3. Well drillers records or RG# (called Rio Grande Basin #).

4. Date well was drilled, total depth of well, name of well driller, name of pump service (if different from well driller).

5. Brief description of your well problem. (Example: pump failure, dry well).

6. Are you aware of other wells having problems nearby.

7. May we have the names and addresses of anyone you know having problems.

8. Has your well ever been the study of a hydrologist or engineer?

9. Why do you think there is a problem with your well? (Example: mechanical, aquifer dry, poor mechanical equip- 
 ment or service)

10. Have you ever had to re-drill or drill your well deeper?  What was the yield?

11. Any dry hole wells drilled?

12. What is the yield of your well?  Has it changed?

13. Added comments?

On this and the next three pages there are various things we very much hope you will fill out. They are a part 
of the planning process which is starting now. The page below is self explanatory. Please write the answers on the page 
below the questions. The questionnaire on the next page refers to the map on page 5 and some lists on page six. 

To locate an area on the map write down the coordinates, such as: B-6.  To designate a road location, please refer to 
the two ends. For instance, CR-42 would be D-13 to K-17. Some questions ask for reference to a list. Please just write 
down the letters of the items you select. There is room to add items where you feel we have failed to think of the appropri-
ate ones. Your complete Zip code is needed to know which neighborhood you represent in your answers. Please be sure 
to fill it in. You may leave the completed form at the San Marcos Cafe or the Blue Sky Cafe or your students may return 
them to the office of the Turquoise Trail School.

Thank you very much for your participation. We need your input to do this the way you want it done.
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Questionnaire
Please take the time to fill out this questionnaire. The results will be very important in the planning process.  
There is the option of downloading the same form from our web site, filling it in and emailing it back to us. The ad-

dress is <www.sanmarcosassociation.org/questions>.
How long have you lived in the County?     _______years
Should the plan deal with water issues such as encouraging state water studies?     _____yes    _____no
Should the plan deal with issues such as noise, lighting, animal control, road dust, power poles, etc.? ___yes___no
What do you like best about your neighborhood? Pick items from list, pg 6: _________________________________
What do you like least about your neighborhood? Pick items from list: _____________________________________
What most concerns you about the rate of growth? From list:_____________________________________________
Do you think growth is too ____ fast ____ slow ____OK?
Would you like your area to ______stay rural ______grow to be suburban?
Should the plan address mining areas?_____yes_____no
Do you favor design standards for residential uses?____yes _____no
Do you favor design standards for commercial and mixed uses? ____yes ____no
Should future minimum lot sizes be _____the same, _____smaller, _____larger?
Should most commercial zones be _____exclusively commercial, _____mixed commercial and residential (mixed use)? 
What are the biggest problems facing your neighborhood? From list: ______________________________________
Is road and/or bridge maintenance an issue? _____yes _____no
What about our area is it most important to keep and protect into the future (for your children and theirsʼ)? From list: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Do we want to discourage mining _____in the Cerrillos Hills, _____in the district at large _____not at all?
Should we encourage expansion of the Cerrillos Hills Historic Park? _____yes _____no.
Should we have more open space? _____yes _____no
If yes, where? (pick coordinates from map) _____________
Should we have more non-motorized trails? _____yes _____no
If yes: from_________ to __________  (use map)
Does anyone in your household commute to _____Santa Fe, _____Albuquerque, _____Los Alamos, _____other?
Do you _____want or _____expect County water _____ within 5 years _____10 years _____20 years _____never?
Do you _____want or _____expect County sewer _____within 5 years _____10 years _____20 years _____never?
Are there specific features, archeological areas, sites in the district that deserve conservation and protection? _______
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Are better regulation enforcement efforts needed? _____yes _____no
As you know SR-14 is a NM and Federal Scenic Byway. With no traffic alternatives it will grow into an arterial and 
change its character. Do you favor: _____ letting the use grow and building a larger road or _____ siting alternative routes 
and/or providing alternative transportation to try to keep the character of the road as a Byway.
If you favor alternatives, please suggest what they might be:_________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Regardless of your position on the prior question, is there a need for a new road or roads in the district? If so please list 
from where to where by map coordinates: _____________________________________________________________
Do you have concerns about traffic problems in the district (other than SR-14)? _____yes _____no  If so where? _______
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is there a location you think desirable for a commercial/mixed use zone? _____yes  _____no If so, where? ____________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
What best describes your work situation? _____________________________________________________________
What is your full (9 digit) ZIP code? 8750 __  -  __  __  __  __ ?
Do you favor a community center for more functions and activities than may be handled by the new fire hall? _____yes 
_____no  If so should it be part of a mixed use area?  _____yes _____no
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List 1
A: rural character
B: peace and quiet
C: dirt roads
D: night sky
E: good access to town
F: privacy
G: water/sewer services
H: public transportation
I: shopping close by
J: medical close by
K: crime rate
L: views
M: live & let live attitude
N: family nearby
O: traffic
P: law enforcement
Q: code enforcement
R: schools
S: sense of community

add your own things and reference them in the questionnaire

T: 

U: 

V: 

W: 

X: 
 

Hwy 14 Sold Stats - 1st Quarter 2003
• 11 Homes Sold / 10 Lots Sold
• Average Home Price = $277,273
• Average Land Price = $77,800
• Average days on Market for Homes = 330 Days
• Average days on Market for Land = 518 Days
Find out what your property is worth today.
Call us for a free market analysis.

Statistics are based on info from the Santa Fe Association 
of Realtors, and are deemed accurate & reliable but are not 
guaranteed. If your property is currently listed with another 
broker, this is not intended as a solicitation of that listing.

Alice  &  Zach Bauer
  577-3563     577-1010

Please Help!!
There are two things we would like you to do - well 

actually there are three. 
First, if you have not filled out the last few pages, 

please go back and take a few minutes to do so.
Second, come to the BCC meeting on May 27 to 

support the passage of our planning district. No matter 
how many assurances we have that it is a done deal, we are 
never sure until the vote is taken.

Finally, please fill in the dues form on the back cover 
and send it in with your 2003 check. We are funded by you. 
We know times are not the best for all of us, but we do need 
your continuing support.

Thanks!
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The San Marcos Newsletter is published by The San Marcos 
Association, P. O. Box 722, Cerrillos NM 87010. Contributor articles 
are signed; those by the editor are not. Meetings of the Association 
are announced on the web site:  www.sanmarcosassociation.org
Directors and Officers:

Walter Wait - President
Donna Herring - Vice President
Virginia Eldridge- Secretary
Hugh Nazor - Treasurer 
Alice Bauer

Zach Bauer
Dina Chavez
Alexis Higginbotham
Linda Murnik
Archie Tew

The Blue Sky Caf®
3810 State Hwy #14
Santa Fe, NM 87508

(Across from the Lone Butte General Store)

Fresh, Homemade Food
Barbeque, Pizza, Pasta, Sandwiches

& ñSpectacularò Desserts
Now Serving Delectables Ice Cream!!!

Dine Outdoors on Our New
Screened-In Patio!!!

Summer Hours:  11:30-2, 5-9 Tue-Sat
Eat In or Take Out

471-9194

GRAND OPENING
CERRILLOS HILLS HISTORIC PARK

Cerrillos, NM   May 24, 3003
10:00-11:45 AM

10:30 Opening Remarks.  Gerald Gonzales, 
Santa Fe County Manager; Claire 
Fulenwider, President, Cerrillos Hills 
Park Coalition

10:40 Edward Archuleta, Representative, Gov-
ernor Bill Richardson, Director, Santa 
Fe Office, 1000 Friends of New Mexico 
and Special Advisory Trustee, Cerrillos 
Hills Park Coalition

10:45 Introductions: 

B representative for Senator Jeff Bingaman
B representative from Rep.Tom Udall̓ s office
B County Commissioner, Chairman, 

Jack Sullivan
B County Commissioner,  Mike Anaya
B Representative Rhonda King, NM 

House of Representatives

10:55 Recognition of Honored Guests: Paul 
Williams, BLM; Greg Solano, County 
Sheriff; John Kretzmann, Abandoned 
Mine Lands Bureau, Board of Directors, 
Buck Dant, volunteers

11:00 Special Recognition: Javier Gonzalez, 
former SF County Commissioner

REMARKS:

11:05 Stewart Udall, former Senator and 
Secretary of the Interior

11:15 State Director, US National Park Ser-
vice, Ernest Ortega

11:25 Executive Director, National Hispanic 
Cultural Center, and Special Advisory 
Trustee, Tom Chavez

11:40 Official Ribbon Cutting

New County Manager
In the last Newsletter we noted the need for a new 

County Manager and expressed our hope for a management 
professional. We are very pleased with the appointment of 
Gerald T. E. Gonzalez. In addition to being a lawyer with 
experience working for the County, he has a background 
of management and political experience which is so very 
necessary to his office.

Mr. Gonzalez is accessible and responsive. We hope he 
is able to polish the management style of the County to a 
higher sheen.

His email address is <tegonzalez@co.santa-fe.nm.us>
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The San Marcos Association
P.O. Box 722
Cerrillos, NM 87010-0722

Advanced Mailing
Services, LLC

Voice 505.989.8682
FAX  505.992.8129

email amsllc@aol.com

      is open to any resident/property owner  
   in the San Marcos area. Most of the 
funds of the San Marcos Association come from your annual 
dues. 2003 dues are $15 per person or $25 for a household . We 
need your dues and your involvement. Please send a check to: 
San Marcos Association, P. O. Box 722, Cerrillos, NM 87010-
0722 Please fill in and include this form.

Name:

Address:

email:(block letters)

(please cut out and mail with payment)

Membership


