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serving the neighborhoods and communities of
Silverado, Lone Butte, West Ranch, 

Galisteo Creek, South Fork, High Road, 
Rancho San Marcos, San Marcos Pueblo, 

Turquoise Trail, Silver Hills, Rancho Alegre, 
Garden of the Gods, and the village of Cerrillos

SPRING HAS SPRUNG, AND SO HAS A NEW 
batch of feel-good TV commercials by the petroleum industry, 
promoting domestic natural gas as a clean and abundant energy 

source that will fuel our economic 
recovery. Funny how almost everyone 
else is betting that renewables and 
other green jobs will help pull us out of 
this recession... but the slick propa-
ganda is just another reminder that 
industry won’t change its ways without 
unrelenting pressure from our political 
leaders and grassroots movements.
 Another sign of spring is that the 

60-day NM Legislative Session has come to a close. While no 
pro-industry legislation advanced (thanks in large part goes to all 
of your phone calls and letters), neither did any bills that would 
have strengthened protections for surface owners and cultural 
sites from the worst effects of oil and gas exploration. 
 Meanwhile, the State’s Oil Conservation Division 
(OCD) is fighting to retain the authority to penalize violators of 
its oil and gas regulations because the NM Supreme Court 
recently ruled that only the Attorney General has the power to 

fine rule-breakers. And in early April, the State will conduct 
public hearings over whether to allow drillers to increase the 
toxicity levels of certain wastes that are buried on oil and gas well 
sites. 
 One step forward, two steps back - and so goes the O&G 
regulatory dance. It’s exhausting, frustrating, and so tedious.    
But necessary. 
 Two years have passed since wildcat drillers came to the 
Galisteo Basin. Thanks to the County’s moratorium and regula-
tory work—and the low price of natural gas in this declining 
economy—they’re gone, and except for the ravaged patch of 
earth left behind at Black-Ferrill #1, there is no visible sign of the 
threat this community faced. But we’re not out of the woods yet. 
Our neighbors in Colorado, Four Corners, Mora County, south-
eastern New Mexico, and elsewhere in the western United States 
are looking down the barrel of the O&G gun every single day. So 
while the Galisteo Basin appears to be safe from reckless drilling 
for the time being, I believe it’s our moral responsibility to keep 
working for strong O&G regulations and to accelerate our transi-
tion into a petroleum-free future. Now that would be something to 
feel good about!

by ELLEN CAVALLI

OIL AND GAS DRILLING UPDATE
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ON JANUARY 27 ,  2009 ,  THE BOARD OF
County Commissioners passed a measure sponsored by the 
County Planning staff to place Local Community Development 
Review committees (LDRC) on hold until the adoption of the 
Santa Fe County’s new Growth Management Plan. This action, as 
part of an administrative hearing on County reappointments, was 
enacted without any opportunity for comment or defense by the 
members of the LDRCs that were to be impacted. 
 Needless to say, when notification was finally sent to 
these groups, the reaction was swift and angry. On March 3, the 
members of the Agua Fria LDRC, now disenfranchised, called a 
meeting of all of the community groups affected.  Representatives 
of the Agua Fria Village Association, La Cienega Valley Associa-
tion, The Galisteo Watershed Partnership, Las Tres Villas 
Chupadero, and The San Marcos Association responded. The 
meeting produced a letter expressing outrage at how the action 
was accomplished and presented a petition to reconsider the 
BCC’s action. It was signed by all participants and sent to the 
County Commissioners and County Manager Roman Abeyta.  
(Full text of the letter is available on-line at the SMA website: 
www.sanmarcosassociation.org.)
 We believe this communication prompted the County to 
wake up and take notice.  It presented a crystal clear announce-

ment that County residents have a strong interest in local commu-
nity representation and that any new General Plan must take a 
very careful look at the empowerment of local community adviso-
ries and committees. 
 The letter spawned several meetings between Agua Fria 
representatives and County Management. At one of these meet-
ings a draft document entitled “Growth Management Plan Com-
munity Involvement Process – Planning and Development 
Review Committees (PDRC)”  was produced by the County.  This 
draft was, in turn, emailed to all participants of the March 3 meet-
ing. Your Board reviewed the draft and provided detailed 
comments concerning this very rough document. With the 
consent of consortium participants, our comments were passed on 
to the County and to the County’s Growth Management Plan 
Update contractor, Planning Works.
 The March 3 meeting of this “Traditional and Rural 
Communities Consortium”  and the subsequent meetings between 
Agua Fria and County officials prompted the call for a second 
meeting, again hosted by the Agua Fria Village Association, and 
held on March 24. Four SMA members participated.  At that 
meeting, both the draft PDRC document and the need to create a 
formal “consortium” were discussed. 

Please see ON HOLD, page 2
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ON MARCH 12, 2009, A 
representative  from The San Marcos 
Association attended a public meeting of 
the Joint City-County Regional Planning 
Authority (RPA), which was held at the 
Community College. The purpose of the 
meeting was for the Authority to gather 
information on how funds from a one-

eighth cent transportation tax might be used to create new bus 
routes in both the City and the County. The RPA announced that it 
was in the process of hiring a consultant who would explore all of 
the aspects of County transit planning. The consultant would 
collect data and create service plan scenarios and would 
ultimately present these plans to the RPA in mid-May or early 
June.  
 The goals of the plan would be to (a) identify new access 
to existing Rail Runner train stations, (b) identify routes that 
would serve neighborhoods and other destinations not previously 
served by transit, and (c) provide access to new Rail Runner 
stations as they are developed. Additional public meetings will be 
conducted once the tentative plans are unveiled. 
 Most of the public participants at the meeting were 
representing the Community College District, although there was 
two parties present who were advocating a bus link from the Rail 
Runner Stop at 599 to the State Penitentiary.
 In July of 2008, your Association argued in a County 
Commission meeting that the Regional Planning Authority 
had not considered  a bus route for Highway 14 and that such a 
route - from Madrid to the planned 599 Rail Runner train station 

would benefit our neighborhoods. We felt the RPA should  
consider the possibility of such a service. The same written 
arguments were presented to the RPA on March 12 where a repre-
sentative seemed receptive to the idea that a South 14 bus route 
should be explored as an option. 
 The plan presented to them would have bus stops at the 
599 Interchange, the State Penitentiary, the Turquoise Trail 
Elementary School, the County Roads 44/45 intersection with 
Highway 14, State Road 42, in Cerrillos, and in Madrid. 
 We may never see a bus route down Highway 14, but at 
least the RPA will have to give the thought consideration. After 
all, we contribute our tax monies to this effort - just like everyone 
else.

by WALTER WAIT

A BUS ROUTE 
FOR HIGHWAY 14?

T H E  P R O T E S T  T H AT  T H E  S A N 
Marcos  Association filed with the State Engineer’s 
Office has been drawn out for well over a year and a 
half, and still without resolution. Yet an end to the 
dispute may actually be at hand. The State Engineer’s 
Office has been negotiating with the Eldorado Water and Sanita-
tion District for the past four months in an effort to resolve differ-
ences in the hydrologic models used to estimate the flow of water 
through the District and how that may or may not impact well 
users to the west – specifically in the San Marcos and Silverado 
areas. 
 According to the State Engineer’s Office, most of those 
differences have been resolved and a settlement may be reached. 
If so, our concerns may be resolved as well. No presentation date 
has yet been scheduled and no hearing date has been set. There 
may not be a need for a hearing, should all sides come to a 
consensus decision agreeable to the Hearing Officer.  
 For our part, we would much rather come to some sort of 
amicable agreement with our neighbors to the east.

by WALTER WAIT

ELDORADO WATER 
PROTEST UPDATE
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Turquoise Trail

Coupon good through 12/31/2010!!!     sma09

www.cimarronskydog.com
We are a 501c-3 charity. All donations are tax-deductible.

a refuge for mustangs
located in Cerrillos and Watrous, New Mexico

Come visit our horses
Contact: Jackie: 505.473.9598

Cimarron Sky-Dog
Horse Sanctuary

ON HOLD:
Continued from page 1

The group tried to identify the mission of such a proposed organi-
zation and how a “shared voice” might benefit both County 
management and local community goals. In the draft (reproduced 
on page 3 of this newsletter), representatives of all the County’s 
community organizations are asked to participate in the possible 
formulation of this consortium. Community representatives were 
invited to attend a meeting on March 30 with Roman Abeyta and 
Jack Kolkmeyer to discuss Community Development Review 
Committees. 

by WALTER WAIT
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SANTA FE CANYON RANCH 
DEVELOPERS AT IT AGAIN

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION MEETIN G
slated for April 14 at 3:00 P.M., the developers of Santa Fe 
Canyon Ranch will, for the third time, request to have the County 
Water Service Boundary extended to include their property. The 
San Marcos Association supports its neighbors, La Cienega 
Valley Association, in opposing this extension. The developers 
have repeatedly and consistently refused to cap or limit the 
number of homes they intend to build in accordance with the 
ordinances that support the  La Cienega Valley Association Com-
munity Plan.
 The LCVA feels this is yet another blatant attempt to 
expand the number of homes far in excess of the 60 or so allowed 
by the 14.55 acre feet of water rights associated with the 
property.
 In addition, the SMA, LCVA, and other residents of  the 
County adamantly oppose the continuation of developer-driven 
water systems that dry up valuable farm land along the Rio 
Grande River, simply to fuel unneeded sprawl developments in 
and around Santa Fe.
 The LCVA is in the process of developing a strategy to 
respond to the developers’ request.  Considerations for the 
response include a petition drive, contacting Commissioners, and 
reaching out to organizations and other community associations 
to support their cause.

O N  T U E S D AY M A R C H  2 4  C O M M U N I T Y
representatives from Pojoaque, 
Chupadero, Tesuque, Agua Fria, 
La Cienega-La Cieneguilla, San 
Marcos, Galisteo, and Vista 
Redonda met to discuss the possi-
bility of establishing an associa-
tion or consortium of communi-
ties in Santa Fe County. This 

effort is in response to recent County actions and shared 
concerns about protecting our communities and ensuring fair 
and consistent access to government services and resources.
 The group agreed the idea was worth pursuing with 
the understanding that it was not a simple or easy task. We 
needed to ensure that all communities in Santa Fe County were 
invited to participate in the organization. The consensus of the 
community representatives was that this group could have a 
shared voice on County-wide issues, while supporting the 
rights of individual communities to protect and stand for their 
own interests.
 We are asking for some help. We are looking for a 
name. Suggestions have included “Association of Communi-
ties” or “Consortium of Communities”, but we are open to any 
other suggestion that would best represent the united commu-
nities of Santa Fe County. We would also like to find a defini-
tion of community that reflects the unique characters of the 
rural, historical, traditional, and contemporary communities in 
Santa Fe County.  Please let us know your thoughts.
 We also have a mission statement and would appreci-
ate any feedback or comments.  Here is the first draft: “The 
(name of organization) shall serve as a united voice for the 
interests and needs of communities in Santa Fe County and be 
an effective guide and advisor to government agencies to 
achieve the coordinated and combined goals of our communi-
ties.”
 We hope you will give our invitation serious consider-
ation. We appreciate the County’s effort to create a new 
Growth Management Plan and we believe it is important that 
communities are respected and well represented in the process. 
An organization of communities might be just what the County 
needs.
 NOTE: The following references are from Wikipedia: 
A consortium is an association of two or more individuals, 
companies, organizations or governments (or any combination 
of these entities) with the objective of participating in a 
common activity or pooling their resources for achieving a 
common goal. A voluntary association or union (also some-
times called a voluntary organization, unincorporated associa-
tion, or just an association) is a group of individuals who 
voluntarily enter into an agreement to form a body (or organi-
zation) to accomplish a purpose.
  by CARL DICKENS

President of La Cienega Valley Association
424-2235 or cedickens2@yahoo.com

COUNTY COMMUNITIES 
TO JOIN FORCES

Serving New Mexico’s 
Septic Systems Since 1987

Specializing in:

Multi-Flo systems
Conventional septic systems
Alternative septic systems
Septic tank cleaning & inspection
Septic system repairs
Water harvesting
Irrigation systems

Licensed, bonded, and insured

Phone: (505) 795.4575    Fax: (505) 867.9676

email: NMWasteWater@aol.com
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TE

 WATER SPECIALISTS  
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.

505-795-4575

Well Trained and Conditioned
Smooth Riding Tennessee Walkers
and Missouri Fox Trotters.
Ride the beautiful Cerrillos 
Hills Historic Park.

Walk, trot, canter or gallop
Small groups ●  Private rides
Knowledgeable Professional Guides

Broken Saddle Riding Co.

505-424-7774
www.brokensaddle.com  505-470-0074 cell



SINGLE SENTENCE SIGHTINGS
The San Pedro Association reports good news 
that the court has upheld the zoning of their 
community plan by ruling the obvious: that gravel 
stockpiling “for sale” in a non-commercial zone 
is indeed “commercial” (duh) and inappropriate.

In March 2009 the “National Heritage Area” 
Executive Director Jose Villa facilitated a brain-
storming session in Cerrillos regarding the needs 
and wishes of the residents from Madrid to the 
San Marcos District towards conservation, 
funding, management planning, and development 

of the resources of our heritage area. 

Brad Aiken, inholder of property within the 
Cerrillos Hills Historic Park, has become the 
latest speculator in the largely unregulated deep 
well water mining boom frenzy for the amount of 
25,000 acre feet per year (twice the annual water 
consumption of the city of Santa Fe) for these 

“modest” uses: domestic, irrigation, municipal, industrial, 
mining, commercial manufacturing, and land development. 

The County Commission recently voted to 
purchase 465 acres in the Galisteo Basin, an 
acquisition of valuable and archaeologically 
important land that has been added to County 
Open Spaces as an everlasting addition to the 
Petroglyph Hill Conservation Area.

Tattoo 350: the great climatologist James Hansen 
has, through the universal language of numbers, 
named 350 parts per million (ppm) of carbon 
dioxide in air as the absolute upper limit or else 
the planet would commence unraveling...and be it 
known that we’re 35 ppm beyond that, where 

protesting (www.350.org) is essential for an 80% cut in America’s 
carbon emissions ASAP.

by ROSS LOCKRIDGE for the RCA

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR WORK, INCLUDING:
      Restoration of old, untreated wood, lintels, vigas, etc.

      Stucco repairs

Roof maintenance and repairs

Concrete, rock, and patio work

Brickwork and landscaping

WILL FIX IT now, 
so you don’t have to repair it later.

438.8258 or 660.2936
pauly-r-d@att.net

Dan Pauly - with over 25 years experience

PLUS the jobs that others don’t like to do.

WILL FIX IT!
HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS
No job is too small
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ALTHOUGH WATER FROM DEEP WELLS
(2,500 feet or deeper) may prove to be an important adjunct to 
existing sources, there is concern about the largely uncharted 
risks of pumping them over many years. The water tends to be 
briny with considerable amounts of heavy metals that must be 
removed and safely disposed of, otherwise they could create a 
hazardous waste problem on the surface.  The very act of creating 
a deep well could contaminate other nearby wells. Pumping could 
cause drainage from upper aquifers, and even induce collapse of 
the aquifer itself, resulting in draw down and contamination of 
domestic and/or municipal wells. 
 Limitations of the new law: Concerning non-potable 
well applications, the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) only has 
the authority to demand reports on wells (information on what is 
encountered in the drilling), but has no jurisdiction to set any 
directives or restrictions. If, however, the water is to be processed 
into potable uses, along with citizens ability to protest, the OSE is, 
in principle, given the same authority it has had for shallow wells.  
However, note that the new legislation is not retroactive to any of 
the wells that predate the Governor’s signature! But all is not lost 
to these speculators. To proceed, they must first have a market, 
otherwise the costs of drilling, etc. will prove prohibitive.
 At the time of  this writing, we know of eight companies, 
individuals, or speculators who have filed notices of intent to drill 
deep wells in Santa Fe County ahead of any legislation or regula-
tion. One claimant is seeking 100,000 acre-feet per year--more 
than eight times the annual water consumption of the city of Santa 
Fe. 
 The Santa Fe Basin Water Association (SFBWA) 
suggests that municipal entities should not accept water from 
unregulated deep wells, and that they should also prohibit devel-
opers from doing so. If a developer or municipal entity wants to 
use water from a deep well, then the well owner should be 
required to have a permit from the State Engineer. State land 
should not be exploited for commercial gain by companies 
seeking to avoid state regulation. If on public land, they must be 
operated in the public interest. It must be necessary for a company 
to prove that the aquifer to be drilled is unconnected with the 
upper level aquifers. 
 Poorly regulated deep well drilling, whether regulated 
by the State Engineer (or the Oil Conservation Division) is also a 
major concern. There needs to be language in the laws for exten-
sive monitoring at various aquifer levels (and for remediation in 
case of impairment) to ensure that drinking water supplies are not 
impaired or contaminated.
 The following are the locations of deep wells that may 
escape OSE regulation: the southern side of the Ortiz Mountains 
(south of Cerrillos and Madrid area) - Turquoise Hills (north of 
the Cerrillos area) - Santa Clara, Arroyo Seco (La Mesilla area) - 
Las Dos (Tesuque area) - Sombrio, La Puebla (Santa Cruz area) - 
Village of Agua Fria area -  near the Las Campanas area -  in the 
Cerrillos Hills (an in-holding in the Cerrillos Hills  Historic Park, 
north of the village of Cerrillos).
 For more information, go to www://nmwaterinfo.org or
call 471-9182.

by ROSS LOCKRIDGE, with thanks to SFBWA

DEEP WELL DRILLING


